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2015 makes 10 years of the 
MCBA.  Thank you to everyone 
who hunts in the B-Zones; 
supports deer management on 
public lands; who calls their 
leaders and voices their views; and 
to those who support 
organizations like MCBA.  
Hunters who make a concerted 
effort to reduce deer predators, 
where needed, like black bear, 
coyotes and the like are special as 
well.   
 

Thanks to all who attend banquets and support conservation 
organizations like MCBA.  All of these activities raise money 
for the state as we purchase tags, licenses and pay excise 
taxes on firearm and ammunition purchases from the Pittman-
Robertson Act.  We pay, we volunteer, we work in the 
Mendocino National Forest because we love our forest and 
the critters that live there and we strive to manage wildlife 
based on good science and not politics.  But, we don’t always 
win. 
 
Why all the thank you’s; because without you, there is no 
MCBA and that’s the truth.  Another reason is because the 
money you help us raise here goes to worthy projects that 
support our mission.  In this issue of Blacktail News, you’ll 
see where some of your money has gone.  Which brings me 
to our new editor/writer Oscar Ramirez, a former director for 
the California Deer Association and Sacramento Chapter 
Chair for almost 10 years.  He’s also a former Mule Deer 
Foundation Chapter Chair (Sacramento) and is invested in 
hunting like you and I in many ways.  We hope you enjoy the 
magazine. 
 

In addition, I must recognize our MCBA Science Team of 
Jack Booth, Gary Alt, and Dale McCullough, who have  
contributed immensely to our knowledge base and to the  
California Department of Fish and Wildlife’s (CDFW) David 
Casady and Craig Stowers, who have been understanding and 
supportive while helping out greatly with their input and 
expertise.  Our small, but strong conservation organization is 
better for their contributions. 
 
Rick Bulloch is one of our original board members. Those of 
you who know Rick are aware he brings years of experience 
with organizing, raising money, helping pass hunter-friendly 
legislation and he’s a good hunter too.  Rick has helped 
establish some organizations and raise money for many 
others and if you think of one, I bet he has helped them. 
 
Hunters are the first and true conservationists and we need 
your support to battle the so-called Humane Society, PETA 
and Project Coyote.  Their slick and flashy talking heads have 
put a spell on the California State Fish and Game 
Commission, yet it is hunters who put money on the ground 
and money into CDFW’s accounts—not them.  We can’t let 
the anti’s who tell big tales, use fake tears and claim to 
represent you, chip away at your hunting heritage.  They 
don’t speak for me, they don’t speak for you.  With your 
support, we’ll keep up the fight in Sacramento. 
 
I’m a passionate man for wildlife, for Mendocino County and 
for all Californians who respect the rights of others.  MCBA 
continues to remain true to its mission and its supporters by 
improving our black-tailed deer herds and other wildlife 
through financial support for habitat improvement, education, 
and research projects.  Here’s to another 10 years! 
 
Paul 

 Your Long-Time Board Members  
 
I want to thank Dave Willoughby, who for 
years has been vital to MCBA.  While Dave 
has taken on a smaller role with MCBA to 
build a new house, he is still committed, 
which is one of the reasons we continue to 
succeed.   
 

Hal Wagenet, our Secretary/Treasurer, 
who with his better half, Rosie Wagenet, 

have contributed so much behind-the-
scenes work over the years; including 

providing the sound system for our banquets and producing our 
new, inspirational DVD, photographing our events and not to 

mention all of their field work.  Hal keeps the bookkeeping “in 
tune” and has helped secure grants from CDFW.  Dave, Hal, 

Rosie—thank you! 

B y  Pa u l  J .  T r o u e t t e  
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In December 2014, the long-awaited results of a black-tailed 
deer population study was released by the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW).  Funded in part by 
the Mendocino County Blacktail Association (MCBA), the 
results were surprising to some and not at all to others.  To most 
folks who have frequented and hunted in the Mendocino 
National Forest (MNF) for the last 10 years or more, the study 
confirmed what we already knew; deer are declining in the 
MNF.  More than that, deer are declining hard. 
 
This study is an important, scientifically-based research project 
that was conducted by experts in their field on a topic that is 
timely and near-and-dear to more than just residents of 
Mendocino County.  This article will not delve into every nook 
and cranny of the study, but will try to give you an idea of how 
detailed and thorough it was and well as what the researchers 
were able to determine.   
 
For those inclined, feel free to jump to the CDFW’s website and 
read this scientific study in all of its glory.  The study is 
thorough, but it is also 62 pages long. 
 
It is also important to note that the main reason this study was 
initiated by CDFW is that hunters, including many of our 
MCBA members, rang the alarm about the declining numbers 
of deer and the abundance of predators, such as black bears, 
mountain lions, coyotes and bobcats, to name some of the more 
well-known deer-killers.  Other concerned conservationists who 
stepped up to voice their concerns to the CDFW included 
various county fish and game commissions (including MCBA 
President, Paul Trouette, Mendocino County Fish and Game 
Commission) and sister organizations such as the California 
Deer Association who all spoke out and spoke loudly.  
 
The Study 
The study was conducted over the course of five years, from 
2009-2013, with the publication and findings released in 
December 2014.  This cooperative study involved experts from 
the University of California, Davis (UCD) and CDFW.  The 
study had many components and involved many contributors 
from the department and research staff. 
 
That said, we know what the results are—deer are declining, but 

A new report, Black-tailed Deer Population Assessment in the Mendocino 
National Forest, California, raises a few eyebrows. 
Wittmer, H.U., Forrester, T.D., Allen, M.L., Marescot, L. & Casady, D.S. (2014) 
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By Oscar Ramirez 

Continued Page 5 



 how did the researchers come up with that conclusion?  Heck, I 
could have told them that deer are declining and I could give my best 
guess, but researchers do not rely on best guesses.  To get a 
scientifically-based report, a carefully developed and scoped study 
was planned and executed.  While the bottom line answer isn’t a 
surprise, there were a few still tucked within those 62 pages.  
  
What did they do? 
In order to track deer, the researchers captured 57 does and 137 
fawns from 2009-2013 and placed GPS collars on the does that were 
programmed to drop off after a maximum of 2 years.  Fawns were 
fitted with VHF ear tags that had a battery life of 1 year.  The GPS 
collars were used to monitor does 2 times per week, and about every 
2 weeks thereafter, including winter.  If there was no movement after 
4 hours, the GPS collars were programmed to send a “mortality 
signal” that alerted the team about the death of a study animal where 
speed was important in order to investigate the cause of death 
(predation or otherwise) and to determine which predator may have 
been the culprit.  When no obvious signs of predation were found on 
the deer, a necropsy (an animal autopsy) was conducted to determine 
a cause of death.   
 
During the capture and collaring of does, it was estimated that doe 
pregnancy rates were almost 90% and the does averaged 1.9 fawns.  
No jokes about 1.9 fawns—ask your parents if you don’t understand.  
The fact that almost all adult does were pregnant with twins was 
hardly a surprise.  However, one of the surprises was that fawn 
survival rate was roughly 24%.  That’s right, 3 in 4 fawns did not 
make it, an unfortunate surprise to everyone, even the researchers.  
Amazingly, fawns are usually most vulnerable in those first 30 days 
of life. 
 
Predator Monitoring and Study 
In addition, 7 mountain lions were captured and fitted with satellite-
based GPS collars that transmitted “real-time information.”  As 
mountain lions main prey is adult deer, part of the study was to 
capture and monitor their impact into this ecosystem and how big (or 
small) of a role they play in the current decline.  The GPS collars 
enabled researchers to quickly investigate possible kill sites and 

allow researchers to determine which prey mountain lions were 
feeding on, and to determine the kill rate of each lion.  
 
A big surprise—or is it? 
As expected, the primary cause of fawn mortality was predation, 
however it was the black bear who was the single largest predator 
attributed to their death.  Mountain lions were the greatest cause of 
death involving does in this study.  Furthermore, black-tailed deer 
made up 98.6% of consumed prey, by weight, and they killed an 
average of just greater than a deer a week.   
 
The researchers appeared surprised by the high kill rate, but it seems 
they were equally surprised by the lower mountain lion densities in 
the MNF study area.   
 
During the study period, Max Allen, the researcher who was a lead 
on the mountain lion capture, shared that researchers did not have an 
easy time locating mountain lions for this study.   
 
Another bear tidbit involves that researchers discovered higher kills 
rates of adult black-tailed deer were likely driven by the result of 
carcass theft by black bears on mountain lion kill sites.   
 
“The findings confirm our initial belief that the herd is declining,” 
said Paul Trouette, MCBA President.  “But, it also points to 
predation as a substantial factor and bears play a greater role than 
initially suspected.” 
 
There was evidence of a strong so-called top-down effect (predation-
based) on deer in the MNF, but there was also bottom-up effect 
(habitat-based) that “modified risk of deer mortality.”  Researchers 
explained that does with greater access to oak habitats had lower kill 
rates, specifically from coyotes.  In addition, deer that had large 
areas of food within their home range were less likely to die of any 
reason, predation included. 

Deer Fecal Pellet Survey 
During 2011-2012, deer populations in the 
MNF study area were estimated by using 

CDFW’s David Casady and lead U.C. Davis researcher, 
Heiko Wittmer, process a doe during the study. 
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Author, Mario Pereira and Oscar A. Ramirez located and recovered a doe’s collar (above) and tags (background photo).  A lower jaw bone 
and other bits of bone were among several scat piles found on a bear trail, most likely consumed by a black bear.  Cause of death: unknown. 

Recovered GPS Collar 

Continued Page 6 

Continued From Page 4 

Ph
ot

os
: O

sc
ar

 R
am

ire
z 

 

Courtesy CDFW 



fecal DNA analysis, where the researchers “sampled deer fecal 
pellets.”  Yes, for the kid in all of us, giggle away—they collected 
deer poop.  Deer poop was used to determine the diet composition 
and sex ratios in addition to being a factor used to determine deer 
populations. 
 
Of the results, the study notes, “While DNA results based on fecal 
samples…cannot be used to estimate absolute abundances in the 
study area, they can be compared to density estimates from other 
areas using similar methodologies.”  The study also declared “...it 
appears that densities remain high despite the observed prolonged 
period of population decline.”  Which means the deer poop survey 
confirmed the downward trend of deer in the MNF, but the 
researchers still believe there are “substantial densities” of deer in 
the MNF.  So, while we’re in a major declining trend, there is still 
deer to carry on hunting, just not as many as your Daddy or 
Grandpappy may have seen. 

The study shows that 
black-tailed deer in the 
MNF are “declining in 
abundance” where the 
decline is attributable to 
high death rates due to 
predators on all ages of 
deer, but that there is a 
habitat-based component 
contributing as well.  
That’s it.  However, as 
the researchers point out, 
there is more studying to 
be done.  Be 
forewarned—researchers 
will always have more 
research to do. 

Okay, the report is thorough, scientific, uses big words, but 
doesn’t have too many surprises except: deer poop has many uses 
in the scientific world; hungry bears love to eat fawns; bears are 
bullies; mountain lions are pushovers (to bears) and there is an 
instance of a black-tailed deer living to the ripe old age of 23-
years-old!  In a nutshell, deer get eaten by mountain lions, bears, 
bobcats, coyotes and the like, and deer do really well when they 
have enough quality food to eat, a place to hide and can avoid 
getting eaten by said predators.   

The CDFW now has a recent study with a wealth of data, but what 
will they do with this report beside publish it?  To find out more, 
we contacted the CDFW for some answers.  Questions were posed 
to David Casady, a long-time biologist with CDFW who has a 
long history with the department working on black-tailed deer 
research and is one of the authors of this report.  We also spoke 
separately with Craig Stowers, Environmental Program Manager 
for the California Game Program with CDFW and former long-
time Deer Program Coordinator. 
 
 
 

Q - What about the findings of the Mendocino deer study 
surprised you, if at all?  
 
CS:  I was shocked at the low probability of survival of adult 
deer in that property, about 78% chance of living that day.  Under 
my former opinion, if you were an adult female deer, once you’ve 
made it past your first year, you can expect to live a long life.  
That’s not the case.  Predation rates were much higher than I had 
expected.  It was the lions, it was the bears, and it was the coyotes 
and bears who pushed lions to have to predate on more deer. 
 
DC:  W e were surprised to find the population is undergoing a 
relatively steep decline while the abundance of deer is relatively 
high.  This tells us that the population is probably going through 

some extreme cycles.  We 
also found through fecal 
pellet DNA analysis that 
the buck-to-doe ratio is 
higher than previously 
thought.  So the actual 
ratio should be much 
higher. We also found one 
of the oldest known black-
tailed deer at 23 years as 
aged by an independent 
laboratory.   
 
Q - What was the buck-
to-doe ratio?  
 
DC:  W e actually came 
up with 37 bucks per 100 

does – but this was in the fawning areas where you would not 
expect to find most of the mature bucks.  
 
Q - Now that the department has an updated black-tailed deer 
study, what steps does CDFW plan to take next to address 
some of the findings/recommendations?  Big Game 
Committee, Deer Plan, working with Non-Governmental 
Organizations (NGOs) like MCBA, teaming with USFS? 
 
DC:  W e would like to determine if what we found in the M NF 
is happening in other deer populations or is unique to the time and 
system we studied.  There is actually very little the Department 
can do on National Forest Land besides regulate the harvest.  
Because of the population decline we will not recommend any 
antlerless hunts in the forest in the near future.  We will also 
continue to track the buck harvest by zones in the area.  
 
CS:  W e want to use this information to direct future land 
management activities that are beneficial to deer as well as adjust 
hunting or management programs to what’s out there now and in 
the future.  We also wanted to reaffirm some basic principles of 
deer management condition effect on recruitment and 
survivability; like predator impacts, because we can’t manage 
deer without managing predators—human or otherwise.   
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This chart shows the last 
5 years of population 
estimates.  As you can 
see, in general, B-1 
mirrors the statewide 
population trend. 
 
From 2010-2011, the 
statewide population fell 
40,000 .  However, 
almost half of that decline 
came in Zone B-1.  What 
happened in 2010-2011 
that hit this zone so hard?  

Continued Page 7 
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Q - Antlerless hunting is a management tool on many Private 
Lands Management properties.  Yet, one of the 
recommendations of the study was to not recommend 
antlerless hunting in the MNF?  Give me your thoughts on this 
recommendation. 
 
CS:  W e need to do more research, get condition information, 
etc., but remember, the recommendations are not necessarily the 
department’s recommendations.  This was a research project.  
Also, there is a huge distinction between public and private land.  
Private is much better managed and objective driven, whether it’s 
managing a specific number of cattle or trying to manage for a 
certain number of deer.  On public land, it is multiple use.  
Multiple use, to me, means that wildlife will be last to every other 
use of the public land.  Look at grazing, fire management, fuels 
management—it’s all independent of wildlife. 
 
Q - Is there any further action to be taken as a result of this 
study, specific to deer and what would that entail?  
 
DC:  Continue the limited antlered adult male only harvest 
regime and continue to track the population change.  Habitat use 
data from the radio-collars are currently being analyzed to inform 
habitat enhancement projects on the forest.  Particularly 
important to enhance or maintain summer fawning areas.  
 
Q – Some of the long-term work/goals, do they include 
working with other partners and NGOs such as MCBA, CDA, 
MDF and RMEF? 
 
CS:  Y es, we want to be partners again with the federal land 
management agencies because they are the ones with the land.  
We want to give them information to help them do their job and 
help us do our job.  We want to build relationships and that 
required a meeting between the department and USFS.  They have 
their own sets of rules that they need to follow to have NGOs work 
under their authority.  
   
Q – Are you seeing an uptick of interest and activity with the 
NGOs due to this new study and the department’s other work, 
including the Big Game Committee? 
   
CS:  Let me just say that NGOs submitted 27 proposals for 
projects!  We’ll review and score and fund those that help us meet 
our priority.  There’s only so much money to go around and we 
cannot fund all projects, but it’s great to see all of the NGOs 
interest.  
 
Q – Would encouraging bear hunting on the MNF have a 
positive impact on the black-tailed deer numbers?  Please 
explain why or why not.  
 
DC:  Bears are part of a very complex ecological system and it 
would be very difficult to determine if removing more bears would 
have a positive or negative effect on the deer population.  
 
CS:  If our management object was to make more deer, there 
would be a component to manage predators on deer.  We have to 
manage all segments of the equation, you can’t manage prey 
without predators.  Can’t be done.  But, it seems bear hunters are 
figuring out a way to kill bears without hounds because we’ll be 
close to getting 1,500 bears. 
 
Q - It seems bears are prevalent in the MNF--is there any 
particular reason attributable to their prevalence? 

DC:  High bear abundance probably has to do with the 
prevalence of mature age forest stands resulting from the 
decrease in logging and disruption of the natural fire cycle. 
 
Q – When is your next deer plan coming out?  
 
CS:  Currently, we are moving forward with the deer vision 
plan to publication (March 23, 2015 - Editor).  The last one was 
completed in 1976.  Although there have been individual studies 
on specific deer herds, that was the last one.  I liked the 1976 
plan, it is a good plan but the only issue with it was that it tied 
goals to 1960’s levels of deer—that’s not going to happen again!  
 
Q - Anything else you’d like to add?   
 
CS:  Y up, this study would not have happened without a 
phone call from Paul Trouette.  Several years ago, he called me 
about his concerns with the declining deer population and other 
issues associated with that.  It started from there—he got the ball 
rolling that eventually became the Mendocino study. 
 
Wrapping Up 
 
It is important to note this was a research study and the 
recommendations are those of the researchers and not necessarily 
the views of the CDFW.  In general, the recommendations include 
the monitoring of predators (mountain lion, black bears, coyotes, 
etc.), monitoring the deer population through this cycle and to 
map and study the habitat used.  
 
There are still many questions to be answered, including why the 
big decline in B-1?  Is it the illegal marijuana grows poisoning our 
forests and watersheds?  Is it poaching?  The lack of fire and 
logging?  Is it part of the natural cycle?  We don’t know yet, but I 
don’t want any more cuts to B-Zone tags until CDFW knows! 
 
The funding for this report was paid mainly through deer hunting 
fees.  In addition, as a member of MCBA, you contributed again 
as MCBA paid for a part of this study.  Lastly, the California Deer 
Association also participated in funding this study as well and 
we’d like to thank and acknowledge them for also putting their 
money to use in the field.   
 

(Author was a CDA Project Committee Member and a Director 
who supported this study.) 
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 F or 10 years now, MCBA has contributed money and 
field work to studies, predator control, habitat 
improvement and publicity about all of the above. 
MCBA partners with California Department of Fish 

and Wildlife (CDFW), California Deer Association, APECS, 

Mendocino County Fish and Game Commission, Mule Deer 
Foundation, U.S. Forest Service (USFS), law enforcement 
(Local, State, and Federal), the Jere Melo Foundation, 
timber companies, hunt clubs and guides, scientists....and 
you; our members and supporters. 
 
These active relationships are the lifeblood of MCBA.  We 
can move rapidly to get projects on the ground and yet apply 
steady pressure to governmental agencies that move at a 
glacial pace. 
 
A partial list of the type of work the MCBA supports at 
home and in the field: 
 
MCBA supports studies 
(Knowledge is Power) 

Deer census – (counting winter and summer range 
deer numbers) 
Deer Collar Program - (retrieving collars from 
telemetry studies) 
Deer Decline Study, Covelo - (researching what is 
going on with our deer) 
Vegetation transects – Mendocino National Forest 
(MNF) rangeland monitoring 
Deer Highway Mortality - (health and conditioning 
of our local animals) 

Coyote Howling Survey - (discovering coyote 
numbers in certain areas) 
Disease updates - (adenovirus, hair loss disease, 
and PLM private consulting) 
PLM/private land habitat enhancement grants from 
MCBA 
Big Game Advisory Member, CDFW 
Extensive deer study educational online library. 

 
MCBA reduces predators 

Coyote Reduction Program 
Proposition 104 
Win a bear tag this year – and use it! (2015 bear 
harvest project) 

 
MCBA restores habitat: good 
feed, good water, healthy deer 

Clifton Burn 
New Water Diversion Laws 
Clean up trespass marijuana grows 
Habitat displacement reduction through reclamation 
work on BLM lands 
Livestock grazing strategies on USFS ranges 
Mastication projects for 2016, 2017 for Brewers 
Oak regeneration 

 
MCBA uses grants:  
for deer – for you 

Trespass marijuana grow clean up 
SHARE Grant – hunting and educational field trip 
opportunities 
MCFGC – Clifton controlled burn 
MCFGC – Williams Creek reclamation 

 
When you come to our fund-raising dinner, send a 
contribution, or buy a membership; your money goes to 
work.  
 
Got an idea or suggestion?  Talk to us.  Let us know what it 
is and what you would like to get done.  This time next year, 
your idea may well be an MCBA project! 
 
Thank you for helping our black-tailed deer. 
 
 
 
About the Author:  Hal Wagenet is a native of 
Mendocino County.  A lifelong deer hunter, 
he is a founding member of MCBA.  He and 
wife Rosie Wagenet (that cheerful voice on 
the phone) administer grants, keep the books, 
and track the many prizes and donations that 
contribute to the success of MCBA. 

Mendocino County Blacktail Association - 2005-2015 

Blacktail News - 2015                           Page 9 

MCBA: WORKING FOR YOU! 
By Hal Wagenet 

MCBA was born from hunter 
conversations like this:  

 
Sam: “There used to be more deer.”  
Mike: “I wonder what the problem is?”  
Fred: “Maybe there is something we could do…” 

These youngsters are ready to become bear hunters. 
Paul Trouette/MCBA will sponsor their bear tags this 

year to reduce bear populations in a deer study area for 
the next 3 years to enable tracking fawn recruitment. 
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 A s you may already know by reading about the recent 
Mendocino deer study, bears are plentiful in the 
Mendocino National Forest and in the surrounding 
counties.  As a matter of fact, California, with an 

estimated population of about 34,000 bear, has no shortage of bear 
to go around.  Where are these bundles of fur you ask?  Well, they 
exist all over the state and their range includes about 87% of the 
deer hunting zones in California.   
 
According to CDFW’s Jesse Garcia, Senior Environmental 
Scientist with the Bear Program, “We’re finding bear populations 
increasing in many areas, including the central valley and the 
inland valley deserts,” adding, “We received a report of a bear 
reported near Twentynine Palms, a desert habitat roughly 36 miles 
from ‘typical’ bear habitat, as well as bear in Grimes, Colusa 
County.” 
 
Asked for a projection of 2015’s hunting season, Mr. Garcia 
expects another good year as bear populations are stable to 
increasing.  He points out that although there was an expected 
reduction in take in 2013, due to the hound-hunting prohibition, 
hunters rebounded nicely with 1,420 bears reported (through 
March 16, 2015).  “Mendocino 
County has some of the highest 
bear densities in California,” adds 
Mr. Garcia. 
 
Bear hunters can expect another 
good year and if you’re a deer 
hunter, you’re in luck as most bear  
taken in 2013 (52%) were killed 
while deer hunting.  Undoubtedly, the demographics of bear 
hunting will change as hound-hunting, a legitimate and traditional 
form of bear hunting, was removed from our repertoire of 
methods due to the misguided attempts by the legislature who fell 
victim to the anti-hunting establishment.  

 
On the bright side, 
hunting in the Golden 
State will continue to be 
good as bears are 
plentiful, the season 
liberal and no limit on the 
number of tags sold.  
However, the season will 
close the last Sunday of 
the year or when 1,700 
bears are reported killed, 
whichever comes first.  
The bag limit is one adult 
bear per year, but you 
may not kill cubs and 
females with cubs.  Cubs 
are bears less than one 
year of age or bears 
weighing less than 50 
pounds.   

The top 5 counties for taking bear (2013) were 
Shasta with about 10% of  total bears killed, 
followed by Trinity (7.5%), Mendocino (6.7%), 
Tulare (6.6%) and Humboldt with (6.0%). 
 
So, buy your bear tag, extend your hunting 
season and get yourself some quality big game 
meat and a bear rug if you’d like.  Taking the 
skin is not mandatory, however you must take 

the skull and all edible meat (same as a deer).  The skull is 
presented to CDFW personnel who will take a premolar tooth to 
age the animal, countersign your tag and return the skull to you.   
 
Bear hunting is fun and the meat is just as tasty as deer, elk or 
antelope and I personally cook bear as I would any big game.  
Bear make tasty table fare.  And if there is another reason I can 
persuade you to buy a tag and go bear hunting, it’s because they 
are quite the killer of black-tailed deer fawns.  Enjoy your season!  
 
For information go to: http://www.dfg.ca.gov/wildlife/hunting/
bear/mgmtandharvest.html  
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Youngster with first bear! 

Mentored Youth Bear Hunt 
Yup, she killed a 13-year old sow! 

“Mendocino County has some 
of the highest bear densities in 

California.”  

Let’s Go Bear Hunting! 
By Oscar Ramirez 
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BANQUET PRICES & REGISTRATION FORM 
April 18, 2015 – Carl Purdy Hall, Ukiah, CA 

Doors Open at 5:00, Dinner at 6:30 
Open Bar and fun all night long! 

 
$1000 Gun Table (Ruger American Rifle available in listed calibers) 

223, 22-250, 243, 270, 7mm-08, 30-06 and 308 
$1100 Gun Table (Weatherby Vanguard available in listed calibers) 
223, 22-250, 240 Wby Mag, 243, 25-06, 270, 7mm-08, 308, 30-06, 257 Wby 

Mag, 7mm Rem Mag, 300 Win Mag, 300 Wby Mag, 338 Win Mag 
$1250 Gun Table (Tikka T3 Lite Hunter in available calibers) 

204 Ruger, 222, 223, 22-250, 243, 260 Rem, 7mm-08, 308, 338 Fed, 25-06, 
6.5x55, 270, 7x64, 30-06, 8x57, 9.3x62, 7mm Rem Mag, 300 Win Mag, 338 Win Mag, 270 WSM, 300 WSM 
 

(  ) $75 SINGLE (  ) $95 COUPLE (  ) $35 YOUTH DINNER 
(  ) $650 Friends Table - Eight people sit together at reserved spot 
(  ) $1000 Gun Table - Sign at your table, and somebody at the table wins a Ruger American 

Rifle in available calibers (1 in 8 odds). 
(  ) $1100 Gun Table - Sign at your table, and somebody at the table wins a Weatherby 

Vanguard in available calibers (1 in 8 odds). 
(  ) $1250 Gun Table - Sign at your table, and somebody at the table wins a Tikka T3 Light 

Hunter in available calibers (1 in 8 odds). 
Gun Table Rifle Caliber (see available): _________ 

(  ) $100 TICKET PACKAGE ( ) $300 TICKET PACKAGE ( ) $500 TICKET PACKAGE 
 
Name: ___________________________________________________________________ 

Address: __________________________ City: _________________ St: ___ Zip: _______ 

Phone: ______________________ email: _______________________________________ 

Total Enclosed: __________________ Check #: _________ 
Credit Card Type: Circle One [Visa - Master Card - American Express] 
Credit Card # _____________________________ Exp. Date ______ 3-digit code _____ 
Mail this registration with your payment or register and pay online at www.mcbadeer.com.  

Return to: MCBA 
P.O. Box 1357 

Willits, CA. 95490 

B a n q u e t  H i g h l i g h t s !  
 

The MCBA Committee has been busy putting together great prizes and auction items including guns, hunts, fishing trips, 
artwork, sports memorabilia, outdoor products, jewelry, and much more! 
 

Some of the great trips include: 
A bear hunt for 2 on a private ranch including accommodations 
African hunts in South Africa and Namibia 
Turkey hunt for 2 on a private ranch 
2 deer hunts for a youth and a veteran 
Dove hunt for 2 in Argentina 
Goose hunt for 6  
Pig hunt on private ranch 
Fishing trip for 3 on Lake Margaret, near Burney 

 
As always, we have the free youth give-away, ladies prizes, fun games, open bar, delicious food, and some great black-tailed 
deer mounts for your viewing pleasure! 
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Contact Us 
 
Paul Trouette (707) 489-9663 

e-mail: mendodeer@yahoo.com 
www.mcbadeer.com 

About Us 
Established in 2005, the Mendocino County Blacktail Association (MCBA) consists of hard-working, 
conservation-minded hunters and other community members that share a common goal of restoring 
black-tailed deer numbers and improving their habitat.   
 

Mission Statement 
The mission of the organization is to focus on improving the condition of the Columbian black-tailed deer 
herds in the California’s designated B-Zones of Northern California.  
 
The B-Zones are a large geographic area that includes the mountains of the Mendocino, Trinity, Shasta, 
Klamath, and Six Rivers National Forests.  These forests also encompass several primitive or Wilderness 
designated areas that include the Yolla Bolly-Middle Eel, Marble Mountains, Russian, Trinity Alps, and 
Yuki Wildernesses, among others, that are prime targets for this focused effort. 
 
Our membership consists of representatives throughout counties within the B-zones, including counties 
outside of the geographical boundaries.  Preserving our hunting heritage while improving our deer habitat 
is a goal of many concerned hunters in California. 

Mendocino County Blacktail Association 

MCBA WORKS 
YEAR ROUND 
FOR MEMBERS 
MCBA is active on all levels by promoting hunting and 
conservation along with defending our firearm and outdoor 
traditions.   
 
MCBA representatives attend meetings on behalf of its members 
and partners with Rick Bulloch (APECS) to expand MCBA’s 
involvement, outreach and visibility.  MCBA and Rick also meet 
with CDFW, Wildlife Resource Committee, Fish and Game 
Commission, U.S. Forest Service, BLM, Al Taucher Conservation 
Coalition, local policy makers, and other stakeholders.  

In addition, the State Legislature recently released over 30 bills 
that could impact MCBA members, for better or worse.  MCBA 
also partners with like-minded groups to be part of a larger voice 
and to further conservation efforts. 
 
MCBA advocates on your behalf, but MCBA members and fellow 
sportsmen must become more active on important issues such as 
hunting, shooting, and conservation activities.  To stay more 
involved, be sure to provide MCBA your email address.  Better 
yet, your outdoor buddy’s and friends email addresses as well.   
 
The Fish and Game Commission and State Legislature are two 
critical groups that can impact our traditions.  MCBA members 
can monitor the commission (agendas and meeting documents) 
and legislative activities (bill intent, impact and status) by visiting 
their websites.  Help us protect your heritage!  
http://www.fgc.ca.gov/ and http://www.legislature.ca.gov/ 

A few good Mendocino bucks.  
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